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Vermont ‘Fest 2013 – Pre-Conference Workshops At-A-Glance  
 

 
VTFest Home Workshop - A Workshop – B Workshop - C Workshop - D Workshop - E Workshop - F 

Session 1 
Wednesday Morning 

9:30 – 11:30 

*Schools, Parents 
& Technology:  

Effective Internet 
Use for the Whole 

Community 
Caro Thompson &  
Rhonda L. Shippee 

     

Session 2 
Wednesday 
Afternoon 

12:00 – 4:00 
(Includes lunch) 

**Becoming a 
Tech Savvy 

Administrator/Le
ader - The Never-

ending Journey 
Ned Kirsch &  Paul 

Irish 

**Technology 
Integrators’ 

Forum- Edcamp 
Style 

Jessica Wilson & 
Kristen Courcelle 

***An iPad for the 
Teacher** 

Rob Gervais 
 

Supporting 
Common Core 

State Standards 
through 

Technology  
Paige Emory 

***The Nexus 
Alternative 

Candy Chevalier 
 

Short Shortz: 
Movie Making 

on the iPad 
Brad Edwards 

 

Session 3 
Wednesday Evening 

6:00 – 9:00 

***iPads and the 
Common Core 

State Standards in 
Early Elementary 

Sharon Davison 

***iPads in the 
Implementation of 

Common Core : 
Grades 3-5 

Jessica Wilson 

***Common Core 
State Standards, 

Middle Level 
Students & iPads 

Ed Bianchi 

***iPad 
Productivity 

Tools in Middle 
and High School 

Classrooms  
Rob Gervais 

***Let’s get 
Personal with 
Chromebooks 

Elizabeth McCarthy 
and Maggie Eaton 

 

Mobile Media 
Making  

Lucie deLaBruere 
 
 

Session 4 
Thursday Evening 

6:00 – 9:00 

ARIS Through the 
Looking Glass 
(And In Your 

Hands) 
Audrey Homan 

 

***VT Fest iPad 
Workshop - 

Exploring 
Educational Uses 

Lisa Barry  
 

***"Chromebooks 
and the Google 

Ecosystem"  
Greg Connors 

The Magic of 
Making with Your 

iPad  
Lucie deLaBruere 

 

Flipped 
Classrooms, 

Blended Learning 
and other Fables 

Terri Vest 
 

Managing 
Feedback at 

Warp Speed: A 
Toolbox for 

Assessment and 
Sharing Data 

John Craig 
   *Session 1A is FREE to the first 75 people who sign up 
**Sessions 2A & 2B are sponsored and underwritten by Top Floor and SHI respectively.  These sessions are FREE to the first 30 people who sign up who are also 
attending at least one day of the Regular Conference; otherwise the cost is $50 
*** In these sessions you may choose to bring your own equipment or receive new equipment. See the full Program and Registration Form for details and pricing. 
This year regular sessions have been labeled using the following key:     
       ES = Elementary    MS = Middle School    HS = High School  All = All    V = Vendor 
Please understand that these are rough guidelines only and in many sessions there is significant carryover across grade levels. The topic is more 
important than grade level 

https://sites.google.com/a/vita-learn.org/vermontfest2013/
http://www.vita-learn.org
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Workshop 1A 

 
Schools, Parents & Technology:  

Effective Internet Use for the Whole Community 
 

Caro Thompson 
Broadband Outreach Coordinator 

Vermont Telecommunications Authority 
& 

Rhonda L. Shippee 
Community Programs Director/Broadband Coordinator 

United States Department of Agriculture - Rural Development 
 
How many parents of students are not using computers and the Internet? How does that 
impact student achievement? How can we help Vermonters see the relevance of 
technology to every child’s future, whether he or she chooses to work on the land, in 
tourism or to become home-based entrepreneurs? The USDA-Rural Development 
Broadband section and the Vermont Telecommunications Authority seek your ideas and 
perspectives. Your input will inform planning for future efforts to increase availability of 
digital devices and effective use of the Internet. 
 

This session is free to the first 75 people who sign up. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 2A - Becoming a Tech Savvy Administrator/Leader - The Never-ending 
Journey 
Ned Kirsch and Paul Irish 
 This session is sponsored and underwritten by  
and is free to the first 30 people who sign up who are also 
attending at least one of the regular conference days.  All others $50.00. 
 
Join us on the continuing journey of tech-savvy Administrators/Leaders.  Discussions will be based on 
participant survey, including the following: 
How to maximize social media to increase parent communication, teacher professional development and 
personal professional development; how to move from device-centric thinking to learner-centric 
practices  - the three “laws” of tech; how to prepare your school for the 21st century (which is now!), and 
how to tell if you are in a 21st century classroom (tips for walk-throughs).  Come and join other building 
and district leaders in a discussion on these and other topics of interest to the group.  
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
  



 4 

 
 
 
Workshop 2B – Technology Integrators’ Forum- Edcamp Style 
Jessica Wilson & Kristen Courcelle 
 This session is sponsored and underwritten by  
and is free to the first 30 people who sign up who are also 
attending at least one of the regular conference days.  All others 
$50.00 
 
Do you provide technology integration support for other educators?  Whether you are a technology 
integrationist, teacher, media specialist/librarian, administrator, or lab supervisor—if you provide 
integration support, this session is for you. Come join the “Edcamp” style of discussions on hot topics 
with other technology integrators including supporting one-to-one programs, professional development 
models, Common Core Standards integration, Policies that make sense, and more.  
 
By joining together we can combine our collective experiences, best practices and share our expertise to 
the benefit of all Vermont students and teachers.  Please join us in this important meeting of tech 
educators who help Vermont teachers and students in using technology to support, enhance, and extend 
learning opportunities. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 2C - An iPad for the Teacher** 
Rob Gervais 
 
Out of the box and ready to go with your iPad, but aren't quite sure where you're going?  Join us to 
explore and play with many great Apps that Teachers love to use in their classrooms.  Classroom response, 
early learning, concept maps, productivity, content-specific, notes/management/organization; you name it; 
we'll check it out.  This is your time to explore, discover, and share.  The first 30 minutes will be guided 
setup of your new iPad, then the remainder of time is your time to play! 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 2D - Supporting Common Core State Standards through Technology  
Paige Emory 
 
During this hands-on session we will explore a variety of technology tools that you can use starting 
Monday morning to support the Common Core State Standards. We will investigate classroom and 
assignment management tools as well as explore distance-learning possibilities. In addition, we will 
consider how technology can be effectively used for a variety of other practical classroom uses from 
researching and developing reports to implementing a variety of classroom projects.  Finally, we will 
check out several technology resources that will assist your students’ attainment of the Common Core 
State Standards. 
 
Please bring a Laptop or Tablet 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 2E - The Nexus Alternative**** 
Candy Chevalier 
 
The Nexus is least expensive and smallest tablet that still has features the competition would die to have. 
Let’s chat about the competition iPad mini, and Samsung galaxy tab and see how the Nexus 7 stacks up. 
This workshop will cover key features, apps, proper setup and tips and tricks. I will review how the 
Google integration on this device is more mobile than a Chromebook. Also, I will share experiences with 
using the Nexus in the classroom and as an assistive technology device. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 2F - Short Shortz: Movie Making on the iPad 
Brad Edwards 
 
"Short Shortz: Movie Making on the iPad" 
Brad Edwards 
 
Bring your iPads and imaginations to this session where you will work with others creating a production 
company, scouting location(s), writing a simple storyboard with script and producing a 1-3 minute film to 
share with the group. 
 
Learn and practice a dozen different camera techniques, lighting strategies, set designs and sound tips. 
Assemble and edit your shots all on your iPad. Create a disappearance scene, a doorway scene and the 
"inside shot." Learn how to add voice overs and text. You'll be able to share all these skills with your 
students with iMovie on the iPads they use. 
 
See what other optional equipment is available.  Learn methods on how to combine movies from two 
iPads into one. See what's needed to plan for your own fabulous, "dressed to the 9's" Oscars Night, and 
view some exemplar movies made by 4th and 5th graders.  You will need an iPad2 with iOS 5+ or 
newer with iMovie, Doodle Buddy(free) and Idea Sketch(free) 
 
Please be sure to have an iTunes account already set up and be sure you have your Apple ID and 
password with you. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 3A - iPads and the Common Core State Standards in Early 
Elementary** 
Sharon Davison 
 
In this session I will be sharing how the iPad can support, enhance and enrich the Common Core State 
Standards for students in early elementary school.  I will be sharing a variety of Apps and examples of 
student work that get at specific skill content as well as those Apps that foster creativity and innovation 
for teachers and students.   
 
Vocabulary is an important part in the Common Core Standards.  I will be highlighting how the iPad and 
Apps can support the development and use of higher-level vocabulary when working with young students 
in all content areas. I will highlight how the iPads have enhanced and supported student engagement 
throughout the curriculum (highlighting Common Core Standards addressed) within and outside of the 
classroom. 
 
Finally, I will share how my students and their families have evolved and become more connected with 
the use of iPads and how we all have transformed in our thinking and discoveries we have made in 
regards to learning. 
 
Please make sure you have set up an iTunes account prior to coming to this session and don’t forget to 
bring your iTunes ID and Password with you. 
 
To start with you can also get the App for the Common Core Standards for your iPad.  It is free. Go 
to:www.masteryconnect.com  
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
 
  

http://www.masteryconnect.com/
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Workshop 3B - iPads in the Implementation of Common Core : Grades 3-5** 
Jessica Wilson 
 
In this workshop for teachers of grades 3-5, participants will be provided with hands-on opportunities to 
explore a variety of strategies and resources to develop a student workflow to leverage iPads in the 
implementation of the Common Core. Apps explored in this workshop will get at specific strategies, skills, 
knowledge, and content. All-purpose apps that support the 21st Century skills embedded in the Common 
Core - creativity, collaboration, critical thinking, communication, and sharing, will be included. 
 
The Common Core Standards call for students to be able to move further in emphasis on analyzing, 
evaluating, and creating. The iPad can engage students by giving them the power to gain deeper 
understanding of new learning, and give them the opportunity to share their learning globally. This 
workshop will not be about how to use the iPad, but rather how the iPad can be used to support learning 
activities and assessment strategies aligned to the Common Core Standards. 
 
Please have your iTunes account set up with your credit card or bring an iTunes gift card, as we will be 
purchasing about $20 worth of iPad apps 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 3C - Common Core State Standards, Middle Level Students & iPads ** 
Ed Bianchi 
 
In this workshop participants will explore the use of iPads with intermediate and middle level 
students.  We will explore "apps" that integrate the iPad with teaching and learning through the Common 
Core State Standards.  We will also spend time learning about effective strategies and settings that will 
help you and your students gain the most from these remarkable tools.  Please join us for a lively session 
full of learning and sharing. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 3D - iPad Productivity Tools in Middle and High School Classrooms ** 
Rob Gervais 
 
iPad; consumer or producer? Join us for an exploratory session on how iPads can be great productivity 
tools, supporting the attainment of the Common Core Standards in Middle & High School 
classrooms.  We will focus on several apps that allow students to produce, submit, collaborate, diagram, 
and reflect on their work.  Apps including Edmodo, Educreations, and Evernote will be used as we 
engage in Math, Reading, and Writing CCSS activities.  This session will be mostly hands-on guided 
discovery, including searching for Apps that support your classroom & content area. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 3E - Let’s get Personal with Chromebooks 
Elizabeth McCarthy and Maggie Eaton*** 
 
Join us for an evening of Chromebooks, Google Apps and Common Core. See how the Chromebooks are 
an affordable option for developing a personalized digital learning environment for your classroom and 
school. The cloud-based computers will have you up and running in 10 seconds where we can begin 
creating and collaborating with the many free Chrome Apps and Google Apps for Education tools, and 
begin to make “connection points” with the Common Core State Standards. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 3F - Mobile Media Making  
Lucie deLaBruere 
 
Would you like to collaborate with other educators in the making of mobile media that can help you flip 
learning?   Wouldn’t it be nice if you could collaborate with others who wanted to create an ITunes U 
course, e-Book, or a series of Screencast to use in a flipped classroom?.  Or perhaps you want to make 
media that tells the story of learning in your classroom to share with other educators who are eager to 
learn from your experience.   Grab a partner or come prepared to hook up with a new partner and come 
ready to collaborate. Today’s digital tools provide numerous opportunities to collaborate during and after 
the session in the making of mobile media to support teaching and learning.  Stop wishing you had the 
time and support to do this and join a group of educators willing to take the plunge.   (Bring your 
Mac, PC,  iPad, learning materials, brilliant ideas and a collaborative spirit) 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 4A - ARIS Through the Looking Glass (And In Your Hands) 
Audrey Homan 
 
ARIS, the free, open-source iOS augmented reality game design platform, is being used by students 
around the world to build place-based games in their communities. In this hands-on workshop, we'll 
embark on a historical scavenger hunt then look at how to replicate this build. Please bring a laptop and an 
iOS device. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 4B - VT Fest iPad Workshop - Exploring Educational Uses 
Lisa Barry ** 
 
Come to this workshop to expand your understanding of how to use your iPad in the K-8 classroom.   We 
will be exploring content specific and productivity apps for the classroom teacher.   We will not be 
covering how to use the iPad but how to use it educationally.  Participants should know basic fundamental 
use of the iPad as those topics will not be covered.   We will be downloading and demonstrating how to 
use programs that would be appropriate for use in the classroom by students and educators.   Participants 
will be asked to share some of their favorite apps with others.   
 
Participants will be given access to several good sites to find apps by content and grade level.   The iPad 
can be a tool for individual use or by a group of students.   We’ll discuss how use one iPad when you 
have a class of 20 students.   
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 4C - "Chromebooks and the Google Ecosystem"  
Greg Connors *** 
 
Learn hands-on how to incorporate Google Chromebooks into the classroom, or your district, with direct 
examples of collaborative and instructional Apps & Extensions. Offerings from both Google and Third 
Parties will be explored, appropriate for various subject areas and ages (K-12). You will also become 
familiar with Chrome OS, what is required to set students up, permissioning, maintaining classroom flow 
or monitoring, and troubleshooting. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 4D - The Magic of Making with Your iPad  
Lucie deLaBruere 
 
Come ready to use your iPad to promote creativity and innovation in your students.  Participants will 
leave with the resources to lead students through the creativity cycle using tools they carry in their 
pockets every day.  You’ll leave with the confidence to tell your students “Don’t just imagine a new 
animation, mobile game, or iPad App ~ Make it with your iPad/iPhone/or iPod touch.”  If you loved the 
type of learning environments made possible by tools like SCRATCH and wished there was a way to 
create similar learning opportunities with mobile tools - then this session is for you. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 4E - Flipped Classrooms, Blended Learning and other Fables 
Terri Vest 
 
What are flipped classrooms?  What constitutes blended learning?  Should I use these?  Why?  Why not?  
How?  
 
This workshop is an introduction to flipped classrooms and blended learning models.  Through the 
workshop, participants will learn the basic theory behind these models, how to implement these models 
appropriately within the classroom setting, and how they can enhance student learning.  Appropriate for 
teachers of all grade levels and content areas. 
 
Please bring your laptop. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
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Workshop 4F - Managing Feedback at Warp Speed: A Toolbox for Assessment 
and Sharing Data 
John Craig 
 
In this hands-on workshop, educators will learn how to utilize several essential Google scripts (Doctopus, 
Goobric, Flubaroo) to be more efficient in managing and assessing student work while collecting valuable 
data. In addition to understanding these scripts, participants will see how these tools tighten the feedback 
loop with students/parents/special educators, show student growth over time, and allow for effortless data 
analysis. 
       Return to Grid of Workshops at a Glance 
 


